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Objectives

• Role of Poison Control Centers (PCC’s) 
in public health surveillance

• Illustrations of NJPIES involvement in 
prior outbreaks 

• NJPIES experience and actions during 
the fentanyl epidemic



Poison Control Centers

• Regional PCC for NJ
• Role of Regional PCC

– Consultation
– Education
– Surveillance



National Surveillance

• PCC’s transmits data in real time 
• PCC data is used by the pharmaceutical 

industry and regulatory agencies for 
post marketing surveillance 



NJPIES Experiences

• In 2002 The NJPCC received calls 
related to neurological signs and 
symptoms in a husband and wife after 
eating fish

• This resulted in the discovery of a multi-
state outbreak of illness







NJPIES Experiences
• Spring 2003 NJPIES learned of an 

Indian family that developed lead 
poisoning

• The family was using sindoor to color 
their food

• This finding prompted a world-wide alert 
against the use of this substance for 
food pigmentation





NJPIES Experiences

• In November 2004 a young woman with 
strange neurological complaints was 
admitted to a hospital in NJ 

• It was felt that her illness was related to 
the use of an unapproved cosmetic 
product

• NJPIES’s involvement prompted a 
national investigation



List Biological Laboratories

Botulinum Neurotoxin Type A 
from Clostridium botulinum 
100.0 µg $500.00 

100 units

(1.0 ng?)

500 units

(5 ηg)

100 μg

(10,000,000 units?)

http://www.listlabs.com/Literature/130A.htm


NJPIES Experiences
• In early 2005 NJPIES was called about 

the care of 3 individuals in NJ who had 
an atypical presentation after snorting 
heroin

• Soon after, we learned of 6 other cases 
with similar presentation at 2 other 
hospitals in other regions of the state

• NJPIES sent an alert to all NJ ED’s and 
posted it on Epi-X









NJPIES Experiences

• In 2003 NJPIES became aware of 4 
cases of hospital-acquired poisoning in 
one ICU in one hospital in the state

• NJPIES reported the outbreak to the 
state health department



The Fentanyl Experience

• April 2006 NJPIES became aware of 
excess drug overdoses in Camden

• NJPIES then collected information from 
hospitals in Camden and surrounding 
areas



The Fentanyl Experience

• The EMS system noted upwards of 60 
heroin overdose calls, compared to the 
normal 10 calls daily

• Some of the heroin overdoses were 
atypical in that more than the usual 
amount of naloxone (NarcanTM) was 
required 



The Fentanyl Experience

• NJPIES posted a brief description of the 
outbreak on Epi-X

• Within minutes of the posting a call 
came from the Maryland State Health 
department informing us that they had 
an unusual occurrence at a hospital in 
the eastern shore



Summary

• PCC’s are staffed with heath 
professionals that are trained to obtain 
detailed information, health histories, 
document calls, perform triage, assist in 
managing of patients, follow up on 
outcomes and perform surveillance

• PCC’s play an important role in 
identifying disease outbreaks



Thank You


